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BILL 

To amend the Laws for regulating the Election, in 
Ireland, of Members to serve in Parliament, 



Note — ‘The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in the 
written Copy. 



I 55 ® ^ by -A-£i; made in the forty-fifth year of His 

r JKU i prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled “ An Aft for amending an 
y y “ Aft, pafled in the Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-fifth year 
“ of His prefent Majefty, for regulating the Eleftion of Mem- 
“ bers to ferve in Parliament, fo far as relates to Freeholds under the value 
“ of twenty pounds, and for making further and other regulations relating 
“ thereto,” it is among other things enafted, that every perfon who fiiall 
regifter a Freehold under the yearly value of twenty pounds, not arifing 
from a rent charge, fhall regifter the fame twelve months previous to the 
tefte of the writ for holding the Eleftion at which he ftrall tender his vote 
in manner and form required by the faid Aft, and for that purpofe he ftiall 
produce in open Court at a Sefiion of the Peace, the deed leafe or iuftrumeut 
under which his Freehold arifes, and take and fubferibe the oath, or if a 
Quaker, the affirmation, in form preferibed in the faid Aft : 

And whereas Doubts have arifen as to the words to be ufed in certain 
parts of luch Oath or Affirmation rejq^eftively ; 

1 jTCit^ the obviating of all fuch Doubts, OBe it (ZBnaftcD by the KING’S 
Moft Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and confent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefeiit Parliament 
afiembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That every oath or affir- 
mation which ftiall have been made at any time before 
or which ftiall be made at any time after for 

the purpofe of regiftering his Freehold as aforefaid, ftiall be and the fame 
IS hei'eby declared to be good valid ftifficient and effeftual in Law, if the 
party making fuch oath or affirmation ftiall have ftated or fhall ftate in 
fuch oath or affirmation, that his Freehold arifes either by virtue of a 
deed or by virtue of a leafc> or by virtue of an inftrnment produced by 
him, or by virtue of a deed leafe or inftrument produced by him, wdie- 
ther all or any or either of the faid terms, deed leafe or inftrument are 
ufed in fuch oath or affirmation ; and that every fuch oath or affirmation 
186. A ftiall 
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.fliall be good valid fufBcient and efFedlual in Law, in which either the 
whole yearly rent or the yearly rent' per acre, or Inch yearly rent per 
acre together with the nunaber of acres, lhall be Hated-; and whether the 
amount of Receiver’s fees and duties is or is not included in the fpecifled 
amount of fuch rent, or whether the fums have been or lliall be fet forth 
in figures or in words at length; and -that every fuch oath or affirmation 
fliall be good valid fufficient and effeSual in Law, in which the adlual ^ 
occupation of fuch Freehold fliall be ftated to be either by refiding thereon, 
or by tilling or by grazing, or by both tilling and grazing, or by all or any 
or either of the faid means. 

Term of 

Twelve AND whereas Donbts have arifeii whether by the faid recited term of 

deemed and twelve months is meant calendar or lunar months j BE it Declared and 
taken to Eiiafted, That the faid term of twelve months lhall be deemed and taken to 
CarenJaT^'’*^ mean twelve calendar months. 

Months. 

Papifts And be it further Enafted, That any Papiit or j^erfon profeffing the 

Catholic Religion, who at any time before lhall have 

taken and fubferibed, or who after lhall take and fubferibe 

J3 & 14 and ^ny time previous to his offering to poll at any Eledtion the oaths and 
tkl?d to^vote declarations contained in an A6t, palTed in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
as under years of His prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled, “ An A61 to enable His 
37 3 . « ]\^ajeh:y’s fubjedts, of whatever perfuafion, to tellify their allegiance to 

“ Him and alfo an Adi palTed in the thirty-third year of His prefent 
■ Majefty’s reign, intituled, “ An Adi for the relief of His Majefty’s Popilh 
“ or Roman Catholic fubjedls in Ireland,” in fome one of His Majelty's 
Four Courts in the city of Dublin, or at any Alfizes, or at a General Seffions 
of the Peace or at any adjournment thereof, or at any adjounimenc of 
an adjournment thereof to be holden for any County City or Town wherein 
fuch Papift or perfon profelTing the Roman Catholic Religion, cloth or lliall ^ 
inhabit or dwell, in open Court, or at any Eledlioii in manner herein pro- 
vided, lhall be entitled to vote at fuch Eledtion in like manner as if he 
had taken and fubferibed fuch oath and declaration in manner and at 
the time required by an Adi, made in the Parliament of Ireland in the 
thirty-feventh year of His prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled, “ An Adi 
“ for the further regulation of the Eleftioii of Members to ferve in 
“ Parliament.” 



Returning AND, ill 01 ‘der that anv perfon delirous of taking and fublcribing fuch 
poS^SfoSs oaths and declarations at any Elediioii may have an opportunity of lb doing; 
toadmiiiiftei- BE it Eiiacled, That from and after when 

at^Places'of ^ demanded at any Eledlion of a Member or Members to ferve 

ILlediou. in Parliament for any County City Town or Borough in Ireland, the Return- 
ing Officer or Officers at any fuch Eledlion, after fuch poll lhall be demanded, 
lhall, at the inllance and requell of any Candidate or Candidates at fuch 
Eledlion, under his or their hand or hands immediately after fuch requell, 
and before he or they lliall proceed further in taking the poll, retain 
nominate and appoint or more perfons (as the cafe may require) to 

admiiiillcr the oaths and declarations required in and by the faid herein- 
before recited Adis, in fome convenient part of the court or place where 
luch Eledlion lhall be carrying on, fo as not to interrupt the poll ; and the j 
Cleik of the Peace, or a deputy by him appointed by writing under his 
hand for that purpofe, lliall attend Rich perfons during the adminiftratioii of 
Clerk of tbe Rich oatlis aiid declarations, and lliall give to every perfon fo taking and 
Peace give Ribfcribing Rich oaths and declarations a certificate thereof, in manner 
ft Certificate by the laid recited Adis, and the perfons to beappointed as afore- 

faid 
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faid {hall have full power, and they are hereby'authorized and. required, to 
adminifter all and every fuch oaths and declarations to every perlon 
delirous of taking and Ibbfcribing the fame ; and every fuch perfon fo 
appointed as afnrefaid, fhall immediately after fuch appointment and 
before he ihall take upon him to aft under fuch appointment, take the 
following oath ; that is to fay ; 

I _ do fwear. That I will faithfully and impartially ad- 

“ mlnifter the oaths and declarations now required to be taken 
“ and^ fubferibed by Papifts or perfons profeffing the Roman 
“ Catholic religion, by an Aft paffed in the thirteenth year of His 
“ prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Aft to enable His 
“ Majefty’s fubjefts, ofwliatever perfuafion,toteftify their allegiance 
“ to him and alfo another Aft, pafied in the thirty-third year 
“ of His prefent Majefty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Aft for the 
“ relief of His Majefty’s Popidi or Roman Catholic fubjefts in 
“ Ireland.’” 

6 And every Clerk of the Peace or his deputy fo. appointed for the purpofc 
as aforefaid, ftiall at the lame time take the following oath, that is to fay, 

“ I do fwear, That I will, on being thereunto requefted, fairly 

“ and truly give to every perfon who fhall now take and fubferibe 
“ the oaths and declarations required by Law to be taken by j^erfons 
“ profelftng the Roman Catholic religion, in order to entitle them to 
“ vote at any Eleftion, before the Coramiffioners appointed by the 
“ returning officer for that purpofe, a certiheate thereof as required 
“ by Law ; and that I will not give any fuch certificate to any 
“ perfon before he fhall have taken and fubferibed fuch oaths and 
“ declarations as fhall be mentioned in fuch certificate, before me- 
“ and in my prefence.” 

Which oath, to be taken by the feveral perfons refpeftively fo to be ap- 
pointed, the Returning Officer or Officers or any of them, is and are hereby 
authorized and required to adminifter. 

AND whereas by the faid recited Aft of the thirty-third year of His pre- 
fe'it Majefty’s reign, it is enafted, that the names of liich perfons who 
lhall fo take and iubferibe the faid oaths and declarations, with their titles 
and additions, lhall be entered upon rolls for that purpofe to be appointed 
by the faid refpeftive Courts ; and that the faid rolls fhall be tranfmitted to 
and depofited in the Rolls Office in the city of Dublin, to remain amongft 
the records thereof ; BE it therefore Enafted, That the officer of the court 
y where fuch oaths and declarations fhall have been taken and fublcribed, 
ffiall, on or before the day of tranfmit to the faid 

Office of the Rolls, all fuch rolls as lhall not have been duly tranfmitted be- 
and that fuch officer fhall alfo, within days 
after the day of in each and every fubiequent year, 

tranfmit to the faid Office of the Rolls, all rolls containing the names titles 
and additions of all perfons W'ho fhall have taken and lublcribed fuch oaths 
and declarations, which fhall remain in the office of fuch court previous 
to filch day of in each year. 

And be it further Enafted, That fuch officer fhall, previous to his 
tranimitting fuch rolls as aforefaid to the Rolls Office, juftly and truly enter 
in a book, in alphabetical order, the names refidence and additions of all 

perfons 
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perfons whofe names ihall be entered in fnch rolls, and fuch book lhall be 
open to the inrpeftion of any perfon requiring to fee the fame, on paying 
to fuch officer a fee of and in cafe any perfon who 

ffiall have taken and fubfcribed, or who ffiall hereafter take and fubfcribe 
Inch oaths and declarations in fuch court, ffiall, at any time after 

be clehrous of obtaining a certificate thereof, and ffiall demand the 
fame from fuch officer; and if upon reference to fuch book, it ffiall appear 
that the name with the refidence of fuch perfon is contained therein, and g 
that Inch perlbn fo demanding a certificate ffiall verify on oath that he 
abhially did at any former time take and fublcribe fuch oaths and decla- 
rations ill llich court, then fuch officer ffiall on demand give to fiich perfon 
a certificate thereof in manner required by the faid recited A61. 

And be it further Enafted, That if the vote of any perfon to whom fuch 
certificate ffiall be given, ffiall be refufed on account of the invalidity of 
any flich certificate, as not being in the form required by Law, it ffiall and 
may be lawful for fuch perfon or perfons to demand from the Clerk of the 
Peace, his deputy, or other proper officer, a new and fufficient certificate in- 
the form required by Law. ^ 

And be it further Enabled, That every fuch officer of court who ffiall 
lieglebl or omit to tranfmit in manner required as aforefaid, on or before the 
day of the faid rolls to the Roils Office, or who 

ffiall refufe or neglebt to make ffich alphabetical lifts, or who ffiall omit 
from fuch alphabetical lift the name of any perfon not fo entered or entitled, 
or who ffiall refufe or neglebl to give ftich certificate, ffiall for every fuch 
offence forfeit the fum of to be recovered by Bill Plaint or 

Information, in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record in Dublin. 
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